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racter for loyalty, who proved that Lord Camelford had
communicated, some time ago, a scheme to him of at-
tacking South America, and had meant to employ him
in it, and that he had also proposed to employ him in
the south of France to obtain information and com-
municate with him in the Mediterranean, so as to en-
able him to strike some blow there. For this purpose
he had actually advanced, or lodged at a banker's for
this gentleman, 3,OOOZ. of his own money, which he lot
this gentleman believe was furnished by Government.
On this the Chancellor was for discharging- him at
once; but Pitt, it seems, had scruples, and Windham
took a part in opposing that measure. The question
came to be whether he should be tried for high treason,
in which case Ids treasonable infant iunx must be
proved, or whether he should be tried on the late Act
which makes it felony to go to France, whether your
intentions are good or bad. The Attorney-General
declared he could not prosecute him for high treason,
because it was evident that his intention was not trea-
sonable, but just the reverse, vei*y loyal; and thut it
would be improper to try him for felony, because then
the proof of his good intentions could not he brought
forward, since they would not prevent hia coming
within the provisions of the Act, and this would bo un-
just. As he could not be tried with propriety, and yet
was guilty of a capital offence, it followed that a par-
don should be given him, which was accordingly deter-
mined. But it was at the same time declared in the
minutes of council that it would not be advisable to